
 

 

Windham Ridge School Council 

Tuesday January 9, 2018| 6:30-8:30pm  

In Attendance 

Council Attendance 

Julie Romanovich  

Vivian Aitas 

Catherine Salole 

Maria Pulsoni 

Rachel Hamou 

Nereo Bonomo 

Natalie Giatas 

Carol Davidson 

Angela Lambros 

Jennifer Yan 

Cassandre Lennoz 

Svitlana Shamova 

Tara Dimopoulos 

Suzanne McWhinnie 

 

 

Guest Attendance 

Kim Howard 

Euming Yu 

Joanne Conte Casola 

Leila Mireskandari 

Paticia Lambros 

Carolyn Gallinger 

 

Regrets  

Teresa Cowan 

Anahita Ogra 

Inna Dovjenco 

Tansue (Student 

Representative) 

Anika (Student 

Represenative) 

Theiva Kumaresan 

Mary Dunstan 

Kelly Giesen 

 

 

 

Welcome & Introductions ~ V. Aitas and J. Romanovich 

Welcome & Introductions 

Land Acknowledgement was read. 

Motion to approve agenda by C. Salole. Seconded by M. Pulsoni.  All in favour. Motion carried. 

Motion to approve December minutes by T. Dimopoulos.  Seconded by M. Pulsoni.  All in favour.  Motion carried. 
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Administrators Report ~ N. Bonomo and R. Hamou 

EQAO 

A review of the school’s continued response and action towards addressing the decline in math EQAO scores was 

presented.  A combination of factors contribute to math success including: teaching practice; learning styles; 

partnerships with parents; student disposition; and providing students with authentic, relevant and meaningful 

activities.  The staff have spent time focused on the issue, aligning their individual development plans with school 

needs, and analyzing EQAO responses in order to uncover patterns of where students struggled and where they 

were successful.  Observations include: 

 Grade 3 students had difficulty answering multi-step questions as well, they were challenged by 

answering multiple choice questions.  Questions that included a visual/diagram were notably 

helpful to students in understanding the question being asked and how to solve it. 

 Grade 6 students also had difficulty in answering multi-step questions amd demonstrated difficulty 

in understanding concepts behind the calculations.  They also performed better when a visual 

accompanied the question. 

So far, teachers are addressing these gaps through: 

 providing students with multi-step problems and teaching students to analyze the question being 

asked; 

 using manipulatives;  

 training students to draw out and visualize the problem in order to fully understand the context of 

the question; and 

 guided math groups to encourage dialogue and group problem-solving. 

 

 

School Climate Survey 

A summary of the results of last year’s school climate survey was shared and discussed.  In general, students feel 

welcome and safe at Windham Ridge.  There are some instances of verbal bullying around appearance, marks, faith.  

Some students feel financially marginalized. This information will help the school to be mindful of these concerns 

and ensure barriers are removed for these students. 

 

Caring Colour Groups 

Kindness caring day is being planned for February 14th 

 

Upcoming Activities 

o Snow shoe day 

o Skating: end of Feb - beginning of March   

o Hockey games 

o Grade 1 registration begins on Feb 19th and the school information night is next week 

o Curling and bowling 

o Carnival on Feb 23rd 

 

Treasurers’ Report ~ I. Dovjenco 
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See current budget as of Jan 08, 2018 in Appendix 1. 

Committee Reports 

Fundraising ~ M. Pulsoni 

 Sushi starts tomorrow and has made a profit of $3000 

 Term 2 pizza forms are coming 

Student Programs ~ C. Davidson 

 Playball will be scheduled 

 Crafts are being planned for the last group who missed their session due to the snow day 

 120 kids participated in the craft club 

 

School Grants and French Ambassador ~ S. McWhinnie 

School Grants 

 Senior students have applied for a “Speak Up” grant to facilitate indigenous education activities. 

 We will also apply for a Canada Post grant to purchase general items needed at the school. 

French Ambassador 

 French public speaking club will begin this week.  Mme Boyadjian is the sponsoring teacher 

 

 

Next Meeting  

February 7th, 2017  6:30-8:30  
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